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NEW DIMENSIONS

A historic home in Highland Park getsIM
inventive renovation and addition, along with

remarkable outdoor spaces.» -
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ometimes a roadblock leads to

an interesting route, as was the

case when a North Shore couple

discovered an obstacle to building

their smaller, chicer, empty-nest
ibode on alush one-acre ravine-front lot in

1ighland Park - the existing house on the site.

“This areais a historic district, so we
:ouldn’t tear it down,” the husband explains.

The more they thought about it, however,
he more they realized the early 1900s-era
‘ed-brick home by Howard Van Doren Shaw
1ad loads of potential. Enamored, the couple
‘hanged course and hired Morgante Wilson
‘0 design a down-to-the-studs renovation and
‘ear addition that effortlessly walks the line
setween historic and modern influences.

Principal Fred Wilson worked closely with
‘he Highland Park Historical Society on the
yroposed changes, stepping the new addition
lown and tucking it behind the mainstructure
;0 that it’s barely seen from the street. Later,
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he secured approval to enclose the open-air
sleeping porches along the side of the house.
That same care informed his approach to
the interior, For example, he repurposed a pair
of interior doors with a unique circular motif
for a new built-in closet in the front foyer.
Then, he incorporated the motif into the new
millwork in key spots, such as the new mill-
work between the foyer and the living room.

The Kitchen

In perhaps the most dramatic move, Wilson
created abrand-new kitchen in the center of
the floorplan. Banded in steel, an enormous
cerused oak island with a white quartzite top
sets the tone. The same metal detail adorns
the wall cabinets above the range, integrating
with the custom hood they flank. “This is tra-
dition with a twist,” Wilson says.

v the addmon on the hac& of the housais stepped i

dnwn and barely visible fr: e street This page: A'[.
custom sofa and four cleal d chais create a spot
for post-dinner conversahons inthe family room.
The clients chose nat to have a furl‘r_‘la| living room.

Indeed, the glamorous bars of yesteryear
inspired the design of the wet bar, which is
outfitted with built-in cabinetry painted in a
smokey blue hue, dark quartzite countertops
and a mix of glass tiles that clad the walls.
“It’s a little jewel box,” Wilson says.

The architect carried the blue cabinetry and
light quartzite countertops into the butler’s
pantry, which is separated from the formal
dining room by a set of iron-framed doors with
glass panels in a Mondrian-inspired pattern.
Interior designer Elizabeth Kreuger covered
the walls in both spaces with a graphic wall-
covering that enlivens the neutral palette.

“The clients were really dialed into the
details and wanted to understand how
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omfortable the spaces would be and not just
.ow they would look,” Krueger says.

[]
n the living room, a large, textural
and-woven rug helps define a tailored
1ohair-covered sofa and four matching linen-
overed chairs, all around a large wooden
ocktail table with metal banding inspired by
he custom detail in the kitchen.

In front of the window, a funky console
able with a geometric metal base actsasa
tage for artistic vignettes. “I wanted some-
hing sculptural to anchor that spot,” Krueger
xplains.

"hrough the French doors is the former sleep-
ng porch, which has been redone with inlaid
lue ceramic tile laid in herringbone pattern
ordered by hardwood flooring. A streamlined

sofa and an Eames chair done in a neutral
mohair lean into the refined yet comfortable
milieu. “There’s a relaxed elegance,” Krueger
says. “There’s a consistency, but each room
really stands on its own.”

The Patio, Pool & Landscaping
That also goes for the spectacular outdoor
spaces by landscape architect Scott Byron.
Accented by native grasses, sculptural flow-
ering trees and summer perennials, a path
of bluestone pavers bordered by crushed
bluestone leads to alimestone poolside patio,
alongside the garage-turned-pool house.
“The idea was to create a natural setting
for this strongly architectural home,” he
says. “Instead of trying to mimic the archi-
tecture with lots of formality, we created an
informal and lush garden setting that plays
up the architecture rather than competing
with it.”

An outdoor fireplace stands in between the
hot tub and a sunken outdoor seating area fur-
nished with areas for living and dining. “It's
a cozy, grotto-like garden,” Byron says of that
section of landscaping. Just inside, the pool
house has additional seating and a bonus guest
suite upstairs.

The owners debated a lot about whether or
not they needed a swimming pool. They were
especially grateful they pulled the trigger
when the pandemic happened.

With an array of outdoor spaces to enjoy,
the couple celebrated the husband’s birthday
al fresco with a few close friends. She recalls,
“It was wonderful to be able to have people
over, sit outside and feel a little bit normal.”

Tate Gunnerson is a Chicago-based freelance jour-
nalist with an equal appreciation for natural beauty
and good design. He is a passionate supporter of 5t.
Jude Children's Research Hospital.
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kinz center stage in the rengvated home, the newly
gt ated kitchen features me_.El banding detail by
fgante Wilson, which addsabespoke look to the

- custom whlteperl Al tercablnetryaru:l cerused- oakishnd

|
THEDETAILS A sub-zerowine
relngerator and
other functional |I
items are conceale
l wilhm the bank of
stom cabmetry in I‘ ]

ARCHITECTURE: Fred Wilson, lhe butler's pantry, Ml
Elissa Morgante, John Leonard and sy whichis separated
John Gibson, Morgante Wilson,

morgantewilson.com

INTERIOR DESIGN: Elizabeth Krueger,
Elizbeth Krueger Design,
elizabethkruegerdesign.com

Scott Byron & Co., scottbyron.com

COMNSTRUCTION: Peter Wisniewski,
TEMco Contracting, temcocgi.com

iration, expert advi mmﬂ.pmﬂ- ders,
| and stunning ‘I’ﬁu locat artists, visit spaces-
‘mag.cam.

| WANT MORE? For more home decor and design |
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